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Rob Everly has been fishing as long as he can remember and he enjoyed a nice afternoon fish¬ 
ing off of a dock on Niagara Boulevard on Friday afternoon. Because of the unusually warm 
weather, Everly says fisherman are throwing their lines in a lot earlier this year. 


■ Publisher's column 

New website offers a 


vibrant look into Fort Erie 



Grief flowery 
^fvQC] \y 


This is a small group designed to help people in the grieving process 
though education, empathy and encouragement. Each session will 
include time for discussion with people who understand. 


^veri/on& 




For further information 
or to register please call 

905-894-1161 
or 905-871-2702 


TUESDAYS at Williams Family Centre 
April 3 rd , 10 th , 17 th , 24th 722 Ridge Road N., Ridgeway 
and May 1 st • 7® # -8 3#pm led by Leonard J. Chester, B.A., M. Div. 


A Community Event Sponsored by 
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“Canada’s Oldest Toyota Dealership 
Family Owned & Operated Since 1958” 

925 GARRISON ROAD., FORT ERIE 
PHONE: 905-871-7417 

• ®, TOYOT * A 2008. 2009, 
pinnacle award ^ 2010 . 2011 


for excellence in customer satisfaction 


m 


£ TOYOTA 

It’s kind of a 
big deal. 



Save up to 

$ 4,000 

Cash Incentives* 


Save up to Save up to Save up to Save up to 

* 3,000 * 3,000 * 5,000 * 3,000 





New website 
getting great 
feedback 

The Fort Erie Times has a brand new 
website with a brand new look. 

Readers visiting our website at www. 
forterietimes.ca will find a vibrant look 
and a place where they can post their 
own local content, including articles, 
photos and videos. 

"The new website has already gener¬ 
ated a lot of positive feedback," said edi¬ 
tor Kris Dube. 

"People are enjoying the multimedia 
look and feel of the site and are noticing 
that new stories about our communities 
are being added every day," he said. 

Visitors to the website will find com¬ 
plete coverage of local events and issues, 
as well as regional content that is easily 



Nice pint 


The new website will allow for the easy 
addition of components like maps with 
pinpoints, videos, audio files and hyper¬ 
links. 

The UR experience is easy for you, the 
reader, to get involved in. 

s easier than ever for community 
groups or individuals to submit their 
news or sports reports on the web- 

Just visit www.forterietimes.ca and 
look for the UR Contribute box in green 

n the right-hand side. Just click on 
"Send your story" and in a few simple 
mouse clicks, you can add your story 
along with video, photo and/or audio 
file," to our website. 

"We're looking forward to seeing our 
local community organizations and oth- 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 
Elizabeth Ruttan, a bartender at 3 West on Garrison Road, 
pours a pint of green beer for a lucky customer on St. 
Patrick's Day. The local establishment served corned beef 
and cabbage all day and in the evening, had live music 
for its clientele to enjoy. 


Bus trip to Queen's 
Park on Monday 

Four bus loads of people Wendy Wolff, a life-long 
will be heading to Queen's owner and trainer, one of 
Park on Monday to rally in the trip's co-ordinators says 
the face of the provincial seats will be filling up fast 
government's plans to pull so calling her to book a spot 
$345 million from the is in the best interest of 
Ontario horse racing indus- those who would like to 
try. join. Riders are asked to be 


|::j SCOTT 


I CONSTRUCTION NIAGARA INC 


1 


NEW CONSTRUCTION 
ADDITIONS 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 


OFFICES • RESTAURANTS • STORES 


www.scottconstruction.ca 
905 - 357-6161 


: by 7:45 

Wolff also wants 
to make sure the 
local racetrack is 
represented prop¬ 
erly at the rally. 

"We really want 
to have a strong 
Fort Erie contin¬ 
gent," said Wolff, 
who is also a farm 
owner. 

"This is really 
going to affect us, 
but I think we have 
a strong of doing 
something about 
this." 

To reserve your 
spot, Wolff can be 
reached at (905) 
894-0240. 
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Government's decision impacting too many lives, says mayor 


Tony Ricciuto 

QMI Agency 

The planned closure of 
the Fort Erie slots and the 
uncertain future of the 115- 
year-old Fort Erie Race 
Track has been too much to 
take for those who live in 
the community and their 
elected representatives. 

"How much further down 
can they kick us?” Fort Erie 
Mayor Doug Martin asked 
Tuesday during a press 
conference at town hall. 

“We are looking at every¬ 
thing we can to go back to 
them and say this is not 
acceptable. You can’t make 
these decisions that impact 
this many people’s lives 
and just walk away. You are 
tearing their lives apart and 
going to Toronto to create 
new jobs. This is not job 
creation for Toronto. This is 
job elimination here.” 

The press conference was 
called by Martin to outline 
the problems the province 
has caused Fort Erie. 

“If they are going to 
abandon us the way that 
they have, then give us the 
opportunity to do it our¬ 
selves. We are going to keep 
making noise about this 
until we get some kind of 
resolution to this." 

Martin said the system 
put in place at the track 
through the town’s 
Economic Development 
and Tourism Corporation 
was working well. 

“Yet, with absolutely zero 
consultation, the slots are 
being closed by this gov¬ 
ernment and the revenue 
sharing program can¬ 
celled.” 

Martin said workers had 
no warning, no transition, 
no care for the employees’ 
future except they get good 
severance packages. 

“This is not the way to 
treat employees. This is not 
the way to treat good part¬ 
ners. This is not the way to 
treat municipal govern¬ 
ment,” he said. 

Jim Thibert, general 
manager of the EDTC and 
chief executive officer of 
the Fort Erie Live Racing 
Consortium, said Ontario 
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Every day our pizza is made from 
scratch using the highest quality, 
farm fresh ingredients. 


There are some good peo¬ 
ple there, but I am very 
nervous about going to Fort 
Erie now.” 

During a council meeting 
Monday, councillors estab¬ 
lished a committee to 
develop a “strategic direc¬ 
tion” to mitigate the clos- 


They never asked 
us if we could 
make it better, so 
we are going to 
tell them that if 
they want to 
privatize these 
slots we will take 
them on ” 


has taken about 600 jobs 
from the town that’s hurt¬ 
ing. 

"They never asked us if 
we could make it better, so 
we are going to tell them 
that if they want to priva¬ 
tize these slots we will take 
them on. We want the 
opportunity to look at the 
finances and develop a 
business plan around tak¬ 
ing on the slots.” 

Thibert said the province 
is telling them they can’t 
make any money, but he 
believes they can make 
enough money to keep the 
slots going, the horses 
going, and still provide the 
province with $l-million. 


Regional Coun. John 
Teal, a former Fort Erie 
mayor, said Premier Dalton 
McGuinty doesn’t seem 
understand the horse-rac¬ 
ing industry involves 17 
tracks across Ontario and 
employs more than 60,000 

Teal said maybe it’s time 
for people to decide if 
McGuinty still deserves to 
be premier. He said it’s time 
to defeat the government 
and “stop this craziness.” 

Niagara Falls MPP Kim 
Craitor, who was at Queen’s 
Park Tuesday, said he has 
not abandoned Fort Erie, 
but judging from some of 
the e-mails and calls he has 
received from some resi¬ 
dents, he’s clearly not 
wanted there. Threats have 
been made on his life. 

Craitor said he began try¬ 
ing to save the racetrack 
long before he was MPP. 

“For six years I have done 
everything I can think of to 
convince the owner of that 
track to keep that track 
going. The amount of 
money that we have put in 
there to try and help them 
is phenomenal.” 

Craitor said he will con¬ 
tinue to try to find a solu¬ 
tion, but the track lost its 
customer base from the 
United States. 

“It’s hard to replace that 
customer base. We haven’t 
been able to do it.” 


Craitor said he will con¬ 
tinue to work with council. 

"I expect to be criticized 
because that’s the world 
I’m in, but I never dreamed 
that people would write 
some of the things that I’ve 
received,” said Craitor. “No, 
I haven’t abandoned them. 


ing of the slots and the 
effect it may have on the 

The committee’s first 
meeting will be held within 
two weeks. It will prepare a 
report to be forwarded to 
McGuinty and Finance 
Minister Dwight Duncan. 


On Tuesday, protestors rallied at Town Hall, ov 
the 0LG slots in Fort Erie and to recommend di 
industry. 


OME DINE 
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Elevator repairs have tenants concerned 


the elevator would be 
repaired, residents were 
told it could take up to 
eight weeks for the renova¬ 
tions to be completed. 


A handful of residents at 
a local apartment building 

lived in by mostly seniors .. ^ 

are going to have their ^eresidentT 
lives slightly changed for 
i month and a half. 


)wn bed." is what she considered tc 

But on Thursday, the be the biggest concern. 


building's management 


Last week, four of the and measures that have 
seniors who live in the been taken 
At the Douglas Heights bui i ding| met with the impact 
Seniors Centre on High Times t0 exp i ain their everyday lives. 

Street, the only elevator is many concerns about the instead of 
in need of repair. situation... doing laundry, 

getting groceries and mak- project 


been done oi 
building opened twenty 
years ago and on April 301 
new one will be installed. 

But it isn't going to bi 


t * le ing doctor's appointments the building's manage- 


iouglas Heights apartment building will be undergoing 
; changes, when a new elevator is installed at the end of 
. This has some tenants concerned about how their every- tnat eas y- 
ives will be impacted. When the news first 

broke in the building that 


i just a few of 
the topics discussed. 

One of the residents said 


than what 

e had before," she said. 
"Everything turned out 
new improvements pretty good," she added. 

Wayne Mills is the chair 
lessen the of the building's board of 
the residents' directors and he explained 
that there have been eight 
expected unscheduled maintenance 
eight weeks for the calls in the last three 
be completed, months and there were 
when residents w 


it told residents it will confined in the elevator as 


the result of a breakdown. 

Although the elevator 
and its n 



www.fabridandwestern.com 

LET'S DECORATE SALE 

Thursday March 15 - Sunday March 18,2012 

PREMIERE MEMBERS ONLY 

SAVE 50% OFF 

ALL REGULAR PRICED 

DRAPERY AND HOME DECOR FABRICS, 
DRAPERY HARDEARE, DECORATIVE 
DRAPERY TRIM AND READY MADE 
DRAPERY PANELS 


only be four to six weeks. 

A fourth washer and 
she is concerned about her dryer will be made avail- 
own daily routines, but able on the ground floor, bad shape, if it continues 
worries even more about easing congestion in the to fail it will create much 
some of the tenants who laundry room. 

— have limited From 3 p.m. 

mobility and will during weekdays, students elevator would be down for 
likely find taking from Fort Erie Secondary five to six months. It takes 
the School’s co-operative edu- this long to set up the spec- 


DISCOUNT IS OFF REGULAR PRICE, IN ST 


<0 SPECIAL ORDERS 


NOT A PREMIERE MEMBER YET? 
VISIT YOUR NEAREST PARTICIPATING 
LOCATION (LISTED BELOW) TO SIGN UP 
TODAY AND SAVE! 

Member and Non-member savings 


20% OFF 



sixth floor 
challenge. 

"I’m more 
cerned 


cation program will help ifications, order, manufac- 


with carrying i 
e con- such as groceries and laun- 
about dry up the s ‘ 


and install the n 
equipment," said Mills. 
"Ignoring the problem 


other people than dents who are unable to do could lead to significant 


Two local grocery st 
will also deliver t 
building once a week. 

Perhaps the largest and made for residents such as 
most appreciated addition a reduction in rent. 

the situation will be the "It's not financially prac- 
that tenants rental of a powered stair tical to do that," said Mills, 
should stay with climber that can be used to Property manager Jayne 
transport residents up to Dodds said this is 


n myself," she 

Another 
woman who sat in 
on the discussion, 
takes exception to 
the suggestion 


disruptions," he added. 
Mills also said that under 
) the the Residential Tenancies 
o provisions c 


their family m 
bers while 
work is bi 
done at their for use and priority will be 
apartment build- given to tenants who 
ing. on their way 

"We're impos- appointments, 
ing on our family 
if we have to go 
live with them, week, was a lot more 
My daughter only pleased after Thursday 
has a one bed- morning's meeting.... espe- 


OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4PM 


unique 

situation and hopes the 
up efforts she and the board 
are working on to make it 
as easy as possible for the 
medical tenants produces satisfac¬ 
tion with everyone in the 



354-7117 685-6595 734-3836 

“HELPING YOU CREATE UNIQUE STYLES FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR HOME" 


winters, yearly service contract. E 

2 Ventresca ^ 

Broker ^7 

905-651-2451 . 


RF/MBK 


we do, works," she said. 

Lorraine Small is a hous¬ 
ing administrator with 
Niagara Regional 
Housing, the gov¬ 
ernment branch 
that oversees the 
location. She said 
Dodds and the 
board of directors 
are doing a great 
job at handling the 
matter. 

"They're being 
very proactive and 
they're keeping 
the tenants well- 
informed about 
what's going on." 
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Members of the Fort Erie Fire Department at the scene of a vehicle rollover on Emerick Street, last Sunday. 


Sunday drive 
goes wrong 


Kris Dube 

Fort Erie Times 

An afternoon drive ended 
in a number of charges 
being laid against a young 

On Sunday at around 4 p. 
m., the Niagara Regional 
Police, Niagara Emergency 
Services and the Fort Erie 
Fire Department were called 
to Emerick Avenue in the 
north end of Fort Erie, after 
the driver of a red Ford 
Mustang rolled his vehicle 
onto the sidewalk and into a 
fence on the property of 
Rose Seaton Public School. 

The young man was driv¬ 
ing west and is only quali¬ 
fied to get behind the wheel 
of a car in the company of 
an experienced driver, since 
he is only the holder of a G- 

After the accident, the 
driver fled the scene but was 
found by police a short dis¬ 
tance away and admitted to 


kk 

It was mainly a 
young driver 
trying to show off 
for his friends but 
couldn't control 
the car.” 

—Acting sergeant Shane 
Donovan 

being behind the wheel, 
says acting sergeant Shane 
Donovan. 

Speed is considered to be 
a factor but drugs and alco- 

"It was mainly a young 
driver trying to show off for 
his friends but couldn't con¬ 
trol the car," said Donovan. 

He faces five charges 
under the Highway Traffic 
Act. 


parent direct nia qara 


Need Information About Programs And 
Services For Children & Families? 

Peace of mind is just a click away at www.parentdirectniagara.ca. This free, easy-to-use service 
allows parents to find out about programs and services for children and families and to connect 
directly with service providers. Just visit www.parentdirectniagara.ca. 

Use www.parentdirectniagara.ca to fir 

• Child care programs 

• Ontario Early Years Centres 

• Family resource programs 

• Half-day and full-day kindergarten 

• After school and school break programs 

• Early identification and special needs services 

• Library Programs 

• Parenting classes and support groups ... And much, much more! 




www.parentdirectniagara.ca 


Connecting families to early years services, supports 
and learning opportunities...w/fh just one click. 


supporters of wwwpar^Td U irectn!agara'ca: ent Ce " tre (ECCDQ WiSh6S *° thank f0 " 0Win9 I * lf y° u need he| P accessi "9 www.parentdirectniagara.ca, 

• Ontario Trillium Foundation • Niagara Community Foundation • Early Years Niagara Planning Council please call the ECCDC at 905-646-7311, ext. 315. 

• The Regional Municipality of Niagara Children's Services Department. 
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our editorial 

Take the time to support 
cancer patients 


In this week's newspaper, there is 
an article about a new charity called 
Eva's Voice of Angels. 

The non-profit charity was formed 
not that long ago. 

In fact, it was in November when 
Cassandra Harriettha, the founder of 
the charity, says she woke up and 
thought about doing something spe¬ 
cial to help others. 

Harriettha had taken part in many 
charity fundraisers before because 
it's something she had always done 
with her family. 

What is different about this charity 
is that it was Cassandra's grand¬ 
mother, Eva, inspired it all. 

Cassandra's grandmother passed 
away from ovarian cancer 20 years 
ago this april. 

Eva always said to her family that 
she wanted to do something special. 

Even though Eva was a wonderful 
mother and grandmother, she told 
her family she wished she could 
accomplish something bigger before 
she passed away. 

"I was never the mayor of a town 
and I never changed the world," Eva 


told her family. 

But 20 years later, Eva Is making a 
difference with the help of her family 
by providing support to children bat¬ 
tling with cancer at McMaster 
Children's Centre in Hamilton. 

Eva's Voice of Angels will hold its 
first fundraiser at the Royal 
Canadian Legion in Ridgeway on 
March 31 from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

It's always wonderful to see some¬ 
one making a difference in the world 
and it is especially heartwarming to 
see a family help a loved one accom¬ 
plish a dream. 

Everyone is able to should attend 
the first fundraiser for the charity 
because it is a meaningful cause that 
will benefit children. 


-Sarah Ferguson 



Do You Remember? 


Thanks to Janice 
Reichelt, Eva Noake and 
Jinette Augustine for call¬ 
ing in to tell us about last 
week's photo of the two 
Crusaders of the Year, 
1981. 

We have, left to right, 
Eva Noake, Patti Lewis, 
Jack Sheen and Bunny 


The two women were 
leaders of the young peo¬ 
ple's group run by Bethel 
Pentecostal Assembly on 
Central Avenue, Fort 
Erie. 

This photo was taken 
in the basement at the 
end-of-year awards cere- 

This week's photo also 


shows another commu¬ 
nity group receiving 
awards. 

If you know any of the 
girls or women in the 
photo or why and when it 
was taken, please call the 
museum at 905-894-5322 
or send an e-mail to the 
museum at museum@ 
forterie.on.ca 


Fixing something before it becomes a problem is important 



Kris Dube 

Editor's Notebbok 


Sometimes If you wait 
it out, good things will 

Last week, I met with 
some concerned resi¬ 


dents at the Douglas 
Heights Seniors' 
Centre. 

As you have read on 
page four already, the 
elevator will be under 
repair for up to six 
weeks and many ten¬ 
ants will need to make 
_ some serious adjust¬ 
ments, but it is much 
better than what was first 
thought be the overall 

Sitting down with four 


people who had a lot of 
questions about the plan 
for the building when the 
project starts at the end 
of April, I received a lot of 
information. 

They told me there was 
an information meeting 
later, which happened to 
be this Thursday... and 
I'm glad I attended. 

I admit, tenants, most 
of them in their senior 
years, will be faced with 
some challenges. 


But after speaking with 
the property's manage¬ 
ment and board of direc¬ 
tors chair, it's my opinion 
they are doing absolutely 
everything they can to 
make it as easy as possi¬ 
ble for residents at the 
local seniors building. 

Perhaps the best evi¬ 
dence to back up the pre¬ 
vious statement is the 
recent addition of a rent¬ 
al power-lift chair to 
assist with getting people 


up and down the six 
flights of stairs for 
appointments, laundry, 
groceries and other rea¬ 
sons to get up and be 
independent. 

This will make a world 
of difference to an unfor¬ 
tunate situation that real¬ 
ly is for the best. 

As one gentleman at 
the meeting said, waiting 
for the elevator to break 
down until it is replaced 
would cause an entirely 


new world of problems 
and put it out of commis¬ 
sion for months. 

I completely under¬ 
stand why some tenants 
are upset and I think they 
too can see that this isn't 
as bad as once anticipat¬ 
ed. 

If you would like to 
leave me feedback, call 
me at (905) 871-3100 
ext.207 or send me an 
email at editorial@fort- 
erietimes.com. 
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It's okay to play football 
on Sundays, says reader 


Dear Editor, 


I am writing in response to 
the letter in your paper 
regarding Football Niagara. 

A letter was written regard¬ 
ing these games being held 
on Sundays,and the possible 
inability for people to sign 
up as it would interfere with 
their attendance at religious 
services and how it could 
possibly have a detrimental 
effect on the parties involved 
in relation to their religious 
activities. 

First, I would like to start 
by saying there are many 
religions represented by the 
players, parents, coaches 
and officials that are involved 
with the league. 

Surely these individuals 
find the appropriate oppor¬ 


tunities to practice their par¬ 
ticular faith and beliefs if 
they choose to do so. 

There are many times 
throughout the week that 
these different faiths offer 
services for their parishio¬ 
ners at their places of wor- 

Is Sunday the only day we 
can practice these beliefs? 

I would also like to say this 
league is the most well struc¬ 
tured and organized sports 
league we have ever had the 
pleasure of being involved 

It is a wonderful develop¬ 
mental tool for our kids and 
the dedication of those 
involved is second to none. 

The building of confi¬ 
dence, character and disci¬ 
pline is evident from year to 
year as we watch our chil¬ 


dren move from division to 
division. 

I think it is quite shallow 
minded to detach your child 
from this because these 
games are held on Sundays 
or because some would be 
unable to attend due to their 
obligations to their church. 

In this day and age we 
should be thankful that so 
many come together on a 
Sunday for the sake of our 
children. 

Sunday is synonymous 
with football and there are 
seven days a week to prac¬ 
tice your faith. 

Kudos to Football 
Niagara. 


Scott Burnside 
Fort Erie 



Decision to close slots should have been discussed 


Dear Editor, 


And to whom it may 
concern including Premier 
Dalton McGuinty: 

I am a retired resident of 
Fort Erie and I have worked 
in a local major industry 
for 42 years. It has since 


closed as have many busi¬ 
nesses in Fort Erie. 

I will try to be brief in my 
comments as I realize you 
all must be very busy hying 
to help strengthen the 
economy. 

Fort Erie is an economi¬ 
cally depressed area that 
has received more than it's 


fair share of business losses 
and a reduced capability in 
our hospital. 

Can someone explain to 
me how the decision to 
close the slots in approxi¬ 
mately one month can be 
made without prior 
announcement and 
debate? 


Can someone explain to 
me how removing 210 jobs 
and over a $1 million pay¬ 
ment, out of the profits, to 
Fort Erie plus the impact 
on local economy, tourism, 
now and in the future and 
property values, can be 
justified by the claim it is 
going to earn an additional 


income for Ontario of $1 
billion by opening a new 
casino in Toronto? 

Can someone explain to 
me why this decision was 
made in this callous way in 
spite of having our own lib¬ 
eral representation in gov¬ 
ernment? 

Can someone explain to 


me how I am going to vote 
liberal in the next elec¬ 
tion? 


David Wright 
Fort Erie 


Federal government should look again at laws to keep families safe 


Dear Editor, announced in his flyer sent laws making communities 

to all households in his rid- and streets safer, protect¬ 
ing that the passage of Bill ing families and children. 
Mr Nicholson, our fed- C-10 was great for all Graham James, former 
eral representative and Canadians. junior hockey coach, con- 

minister of justice It contains a new set of victed child sexual preda¬ 


tor was sentenced this If Mr Nicholson consid- drawing board, 
week to two years in federal ers this sentence adequate 
prison. while keeping communi- 

He could be free on ties, streets, families, and DJHayward-Till 

parole before this coming children safe, maybe he Fort Erie 

Christmas. needs to go back to the 



Our Sincerest Thank You 

Fort Erie Community Credit Union Limited would like to extend a sincere thank 
you to all of our members and contributors for making our 61 st Annual General 
Meeting a great success! FORT ERIE ffi 

A special thanks goes to Bridgewater Golf and Country Club for their 

professional service and delicious refreshments. E Facebook www.forterieou.com 
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The Town of Fort Erie 

fORl*ERIE 


1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 

(905)871-1600 • Fax (905) 871-4022 • www.forterie.on.ca 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM - 610 AM 


O N T A R I 


Our Focus: Your Future 
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A cause that is 
'money spent 
wisely 1 


Kris Dube 

Fort Erie Times 

Doris Emerson has a pas- 

The 86-year-old 

Stevensville resident recently 
returned from the struggling 
nation of Haiti, her second 
time there with Mission of 
Hope (MOH). 

The cause originated in 
the 1970's by Sharon Johnson 
and her husband Bob who 
kept it going well into the 
1980's and 90's. Their son 
Brad took over and it was 

kk 

Haiti is in my head 
and it's in my 
heart.” 

— Doris Emerson 


officially founded in 1998. 

His parents bought a bar¬ 
ren piece of land, just north 
of Port-au-Prince, which is 
where MOH has grown into a 
small community that today 
includes an orphanage, 
medical facility, school and 
church. 

Emerson said both excur¬ 
sions she has been on, are 
forever with her. 

"Haiti is in my head and 
it's in my heart," she said 
while meeting with the Times 
at her residence. 

She spent two weeks on 
the most recent trip and 


hopes next year, she will 
have a litde more time. 

"I have plans to go longer. 
Once you're there, you really 
want to go back." 

But the ambitious 
Stevensville resident doesn't 
want to share her story to 
receive praise and accolades 
from others... that's nowhere 
near the truth. 

She wants people to know 
how much the cause needs 
volunteers and how making 
the trip can cost very litde 
from your own pocket. 

Emerson also feels there 
is no better initiative than 
this and that every penny 
spent on helping the nation 
of Haiti grow, is OK in her 
books. 

"I have never seen money 
spent more wisely," she said. 

According to her, religious 
denominations are never an 
issue with anyone on site 
and thereinnobodyinvolved 
who would ever tell some¬ 
one they should reconsider 
their beliefs. 

"We're there to help." 

She uses everyone on 
Earth having a certain set of 
skills as an example. It's the 
way of life in many aspects. 

"My skill is loving people." 

For more information 
about the cause, send an 
email to info@mohhaiti. 

Emerson also says she is 
willing to spread the word at 
local schools and at other 
events. 

She can be reached at 
(905) 382-6149. 




Find us on 

Facebook 


I Fort Erie SPCA 


PLEASE REMEMBER TO 
“ PURCHASE YOUR DOG LICENCES 

Tags must be purchased by March 31 st, 2012. 

A late fee of $10.00 and a violation ticket will be 
added to the licenses after March 31 st, 2012. 
Licenses may be purchased at 

The Fort Erie SPCA 
410 Jarvis Street, Fort Erie Times 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 9am - 4:30pm 
Saturday 9am-1 pm 
Please contact 

905-871-2461 for any questions. 



The Town of Fort Erie I 

1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 


905-871-1600 • Fax 905-871-4022 

www.forterie.on.ca fnRT*l=RIF 



The Town of Fort Erie and 
Canadian Niagara Power Inc. 
encourage you to participate in 

EARTH HOUR 

Saturday, March 31, 2012 from 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm 

Join cities and towns around the globe in sending a powerful 
national and global message that it’s possible to take action o 
global warming by: 

turning off the lights for one hour on 
Saturday, March 31,2012 

Spread the word about Earth Hour to your neighbours, friends , 
family members and co-workers, 
f nm*Pmc For further information check 
outwww.earthhour.org 



The Fort Erie Fire Fighters 

are concerned over safety issues related to compulsive hoarding. 

Studies indicate that between three and five percent of population - as many as 1.5 
million Canadians are compulsive hoarders, however, 24% of fire fatalities occurred 
in these residences. 

“Compulsive hoarding” is defined by three main features; 

Accumulation and failure to discard a large number of objects that seem to be 
useless or of limited value. 

Extensive clutter in living spaces that prevents the effective use of those spaces 
Impairment of basic living activities 


TOO MUCH STUFF! 


In extreme cases, doors 
and windows are blocked, 
impeding entrances or 
exits in an emergency, 
which is a MAJOR 
CONCERN to responding 
Fire Fighters! 


For more information on hoarding contact the Fort Erie Fire Department 905-871-1600 
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[ SPRING 


I SHOW I 
* BOOTHS f 


I Will be on display 
'at the Home Shows! 


Pool tables from $1799 to $39,999 


Out-of-town MPPs visit racetrack 


Keith Robinson has been 
in the horse-raising busi¬ 
ness for more than 40 years 
and he is concerned about 
the fate of Fort Erie's only 
racetrack. 

"We cannot afford to see 
this place close. If it closed, 
we wouldn't have anywhere 
else to go.” 

Robinson attended a 
meet-and-greet at the race¬ 
track with his wife Gale on 
Monday evening where he 
met with Monte 
McNaughton, the MPP rep¬ 
resenting Lambton-Kent- 
Middlesex and Garfield 
Dunlop, MPP representing 
Simcoe North to discuss the 
future of the horse racing 
industry in Ontario. 

The MPPs toured the Fort 


Erie Racetrack and its facili¬ 
ties on Monday evening 
and met with important 
racetrack stakeholders 
including Mayor Doug 
Martin, members of the 
Greater Fort Erie Chamber 
of Commerce and racetrack 
administration in an effort 
to discuss the future of Fort 
Erie's racetrack and the 
future of the horse racing 
industry in Ontario in an 
effort to examine the health 
of the horse racing industry 
and to look at potential 
ways to save the industry 
for small communities— 
including Fort Erie—that 
depend on it. 

The meeting came about 
after an announcement was 
made last week that slots 
facilities in Sarnia, Windsor 
and the Slots at the Fort 
Erie Racetrack would close. 

Although the racetrack 


AGCO 


Notice of Liquor Licence 
Application 


“The reason I am here is 
plain and simple—jobs,” 
McNaughton said. 


will finish the 2012 racing 
season, This announce¬ 
ment means the future of 
the racetrack has been 
compromised. 

“It's nice to see someone 
standing up for us,” said 
Gale Robinson. 

For other people who 
attended the meet-and- 
greet, including Colin 
Rankin, who has been 
employed at the racetrack 
for the last six years, said he 
just wants answers. 

“I would just like to f 
out what they are planning 
for the future of our race¬ 
track. I'm wondering if they 
are going to support the 
horse racing industry,” 

Rankin said. 

McNaughton and Dunlop 
told the Robinsons, Rankin 
and more than 30 other 
people they will be touring 
racing facilities across 

rac t etracks“n 1 Whid S s t or PS an a d t SARAH FERGUS0N Fort Erie Times 

Sarnia Fort Erie's racetrack MPP Monte McNaughton speaks with Colin Rankin, a concerned employee of the racetrack, 
ts the first stop along the about the future of the horse racing industry. 

The MPP said Ontario is ployed men and women deficit, 
suffering right now with looking for work in a prov- The closure of the slots 
more than 600,000 unem- ince that has a climbing facility and a bleak future 
for the racing facilities adds 
to the problem, said 
McNaughton. 

“In Ontario we are star¬ 
ing in the face of a $30 bil¬ 
lion deficit— a deficit that 
is as a result of poor plan¬ 
ning, a lack of priorities and 
the overall mismanagement 
of our province." 

McNaughton told the 
crowd he was able to have a 
"frank discussion about the 
future of the horse racing 
industry in Ontario, specifi¬ 
cally the future of the track 
and the facility here in Fort 
Erie.” 

When the announcement 
was made that Fort Erie's 
slots would be closing, it 
was made during March 
break when most town offi¬ 
cials and stakeholders were 
away on vacation, Dunlop 

“It was done in a very 
sneaky manner. It was a 
mean-spirited and a sneaky 
attempt.” 

Dunlop said the Dalton 
McGuinty government has 
made a poor decision in 
closing the racetracks in 
Fort Erie, Sarnia and 
Windsor and the govern¬ 
ment should be held 
accountable for the impacts 
on communities who 
depend on these race- 


Spring Savings At 


rMIJfcf' 


254 Ontario St., St. Catharines 
905-641-0841 
www.familyrec.com 
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Council coming together in a 'time for leadership 1 


Town council realizes the 
importance of banding 
together to fight the prov¬ 
ince's decision to close the 
local slots facility and even¬ 
tually pull all funding from 
the Ontario horse racing 
industry. 

At Monday's regular coun¬ 
cil meeting, all members of 


council provided comments 
on the situation and all agree 
that something needs to be 
done. 

Ward 2 Coun. Rick Shular 
was the first to get the dia¬ 
logue going and said this is 
the time when councillors 
need to put aside difference 
of opinion on other issues 
and work together as a 
strong voice. 

"ft's a time for leadership, 
not a time for squabbling," 


said Shular. 

He said the municipality 
has seen its fair share of 
problems over the years and 
has done what it could to 
challenge certain decisions 
and this matter shouldn't be 
considered any differentiy. 

"This town has faced many 
challenges in the past and 
we need everybody to come 
together," said Shular. 

Ward 3 Coun. Bob Steckley 
said when the news broke, 


Staff report outlines impacts of slots closure 


The Corporation of the 
Town of Fort Erie has 
described the impacts of the 
Ontario Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation (OLG) in a staff 
report that was approved by 
council, for informational 
purposes. 

Prepared by acting chief 
administrative officer Ron 
Tripp, it highlights what this 
means for the capital budget 
forecast, the Fort Erie 
Racetrack and this year's bud¬ 
get as well. 

Tripp said the most direct 
impact is the loss of jobs that 
many families are being faced 

He said the Town of Fort 
Erie is thankful that base ser¬ 
vices have not been support¬ 
ed by gaming funds since 
2009. 

The 2012 budget approved 
by council earlier this year 
relied on OLG gaming reve¬ 
nues for two initiatives. 

A grant of $500,000 that has 
been allocated for the Fort 
Erie Live Racing Consortium 
(FELRC) to support the 
upcoming season at the 

The Town receives about 
$1.3 million per year from the 
slots. 

The remaining $800,000 
has been identified for the 
construction of the Central 


tinue and that the balance of 
the revenue would be utilized 
for supplementary capital 


This i 




"This revenue source was 
clearly identified as unsus¬ 
tainable as the amount in any 
given year was subject to 
many influences beyond the 
Town's control," wrote Tripp 
in the report 

The Town has been using 
gaming funds to address "his¬ 
torically underfunded infra¬ 
structure renewal," Tripp also 
said in the report. 

Although the Town has not 
reached a sustainable annual 
investment level for each of its 
infrastructure areas, it has not 
been using gaming revenue to 
offset infrastructure invest- 

Efforts have been made 
each year to close that fund¬ 
ing gap through the operating 
budget deliberations. 

Now, the five-year capital 
program must be reconsid¬ 
ered and adjusted to reflect 
this reduction in funding, 
which is 12 per cent of the 
current annual allocation for 
capital reserves. 

The report continues to say 
that as the Town maintains its 
commitment to the construc¬ 
tion of a new fire station on 
Central Avenue, the Town's 
operating budget for 2013 and 
beyond will be impacted by 


debt servicing costs. A 0. 26 
per cent levy increase was 
anticipated in 2013 with a fur¬ 
ther 0.86 per cent for 2014 to 
support this debt and has 
already been incorporated 
into the budget forecasts. 

The report also talks about 
the racetrack and that plans 
for the 2012 season are under¬ 
way and unharmed by the 
announcement from last 
week. 

But 2013 is a different 
story. 

"Without the OLG slot rev¬ 
enue sharing, it is not known 
at this time if the FELRC or the 
Fort Erie Racetrack will be in 
position to continue operat¬ 
ing beyond 2012," says the 

"Work is ongoing at the 
FELRC to develop a new busi¬ 
ness model for the track," the 
report also states. 

If the track were to close 
next year, 300 employees 
would be impacted who are 
direcdy employed by the 
FELRC. It is also estimated 
that approximately 600 peo¬ 
ple would be impacted, that 
aren't employed by the con¬ 
sortium. 

It is believed that 90 per 
cent of them are from Fort 
Erie. Out of the 215 slots 
employees who lost their jobs, 
it is estimated that 45 per cent 
of them are local residents. 


frustration and disappoint¬ 
ment echoed through the 
community and he under¬ 
stands exactly where those 
who are raising concerns are 
coming from. 

"I don't think there's a 
person in Fort Erie that isn't 
angry," said Steckley. 

He takes exception to the 
province saying that elimi¬ 
nating $345 from the horse 
racing industry and the clo¬ 
sure of racetrack-at-slots 
facilities will create new jobs 
and provide more opportu¬ 
nity for health care, almost 
giving Ontarians an ultima¬ 
tum of what they feel is more 
important...health care or 
horse racing. 

"I think that's nothing 
more than a bunch of BS to 
be quite honest," said 
Steckley. 

"I don't see any way they 
can make up for the jobs 
that will be lost with the ones 
they say they're going to cre¬ 
ate," he added. 

Steckley then asked mayor 
Doug Martin if in his opin¬ 


ion, there is anything that 
can be done to reverse the 
decision made by the gov¬ 
ernment. 

"I don't think so, this was 
pre-planned," responded 
Martin, who hopes the prov¬ 
ince will allow the Town of 
Fort Erie to potentially take 
over the racetrack and slots 
as a private entity. 

Ward 4 Coun. John Hill 
started his comments by 
saying how sorry he is for 
those who have been given 
their layoff notices at the 

"It's just heart-wrench¬ 
ing," he said. 

Hill also agreed with 
Coun. Shular's comments 
from earlier in the discus¬ 
sion, saying it is very impor¬ 
tant to put differences aside 
and work as a creative and 
constructive unit on coun¬ 
cil. 

"We need to put behind us 
any kind of pettiness we 
might've had and start to 
work together to figure this 
out," said Hill. 


The Ridgeway councillor 
also made an addendum to 
a staff report approved by 
council, motioning to form a 
standing committee com¬ 
prised of representatives 
from the Economic 
Development and Tourism 
Corporation, regional coun¬ 
cillor John Teal, MPP Kim 
Craitor, councillors from the 
corporate services sub-com¬ 
mittee, and the chamber of 
commerce. 

"I think it's important we 
demonstrate to the commu¬ 
nity-at-large that we're not 
sitting back and allowing 
this to happen." 

Ward 1 Coun. Stephen 
Passero stressed the impor¬ 
tance of promoting the 
upcoming season of the Fort 
Erie Racetrack. 

"If you haven't gone 
before, th' 
he said. 


forecasted for the 
2013 operating 
budget, which 
Tripp says will need 
to be adjusted, 
once the slot 
nue stops coming 
in after March 31, 
2013. 

It was assumed 
that the financial 
support for the 
FELRC would con¬ 



inistry Approved and 


e tsr 

.gordsdrivingschool.com 


rf. _ Ask About 

$25 OUR BRING A 

FRIEND REBATE 


EASTER WEEKEND: April 6™ to 9 





















12 Fort Erie Times • Saturday, March 24,2012 


Welcome Home! 




Your community lives on our new website. 
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'Setback is a set-up for a comeback 1 


From Page 11 

Passero also mentioned the 
Canadian Motor Speedway and 
how important it is for the com¬ 
munity to rally behind the proj¬ 
ect. It could be the last chance 
of survival and job creation in 
the town. 

"Peace and quiet does not put 


food on the table, or keep peo¬ 
ple's lights on," said Passero. 

Ward 5 Coun. Don Lubberts 
said he heard a quote over the 
weekend and wanted to bring it 
to council and express how fit¬ 
ting it is for the matter at hand. 

"A setback is a set-up for a 
comeback," he said. 

Ward 6 Coun. Paul Collard 
had to use caution with his 


comments, considering he 
declared a conflict of interest 
earlier in the meeting because 
both of his sons are employees 
of the slots. 

But he said he and his col¬ 
leagues on council will do 
everything in their power to 
bring positive results. 

"We'll show you we are up to 
the task," he said. 




KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Meals on Wheels volunteer Pat Street, loading up with mayor Doug Martin on 
Wednesday. 


Mayor Martin delivers to the 
community 


Kris Dube 

Fort Erie Times 

Five days a week, volunteers with 
Meals on Wheels head out into Greater 
Fort Erie to serve seniors in the commu¬ 
nity. 

On Wednesday this week, a familiar 
face surprised some of them when they 
answered the door. 

Mayor Doug Martin hopped into a car 
with one of the agency's dedicated vol¬ 
unteers and covered a route. 

It was the annual Mayors for Meals 
campaign, participated in by branches of 
the service provider all over North 
America. 

Martin has enjoyed this day previous 
years and every time, he says it is great to 
see the clients and do what he can to 
brighten their day. 

"They look forward to to having people 
come see them,” said Martin. 

"It's more of a social visit than any¬ 
thing else," he added. 

Surprisingly, Martin said the only time 
he has been met at the door with political 
questions or comments was a couple 
years ago when the hospital improve¬ 
ment plan was at the forefront of local 
issues. 

Other than that, it's rare for clients to 
start conversations about government 

"Maybe this year will be different," he 
said. 

Like any local non-profit agency, 
recruiting volunteers is always some¬ 
thing a focus is put on and Meals on 
Wheels executive director Nancy Ryan 


says help is always needed. 

During the winter months, many cou¬ 
ples who serve with the organization 
head to warmer pastures in the southern 
United States. This causes some of the 
year-round volunteers to work double 
shifts and look forward to a short break 
when others return back to Fort Erie. 

"As the snowbirds come back, they 
need a break," said Ryan. 

The executive director is always grate¬ 
ful for anyone who can share their time 
in some capacity, because without their 
generosity it would be even more of a 
struggle. 

"They do it out of the kindness of their 
own heart and we wouldn't have a pro¬ 
gram if we didn't have volunteers," said 

Last year, 800 routes were travelled 
and 18,412 hot meals were delivered. 
The agency hopes to meet that same 
quota this year, approaching its 40th 
anniversary. 

Ryan says the day is a great opportu¬ 
nity for the mayor to get a hands-on 
experience of what the agency does, but 
the media attention it gets is also help¬ 
ful. 

"It's designed to raise awareness about 
seniors' nutrition needs," she said. 

Sandy Simpson- Foresi has been vol¬ 
unteering with Meals on Wheels for 
about 18 years and it is something she 
gets a tremendous amount of joy and 
satisfaction from. 

"The clients are beautiful people... I 
really enjoy it," she said. 

For more information, contact Nancy 
Ryan at (905) 871-9366. 
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Painter with 25 years of experience adds flair to tattoo industry 


The first time Krista 
Phillips got a tattoo it was 
on a whim. 

When she visited a tattoo 
parlour a second time to 
cover up her tattoo with 
something prettier, Phillips 
says it was uncomfortable 
and she didn’t let the artist 






finish the job. 

But the design was finally 
completed on Wednesday 
when Phillips sat down in 
Jennette Connerss' one- 
room studio in the 
Bridgeburg Spa and My 
Salon on Niagara 
Boulevard. 

Conners opened A Tat of 
Class two months ago with 
a goal to provide a safe, per¬ 
sonal and inviting space for 
women to be tat¬ 
tooed. 

The idea to cre¬ 
ate a spa-like tat¬ 
too studio came 
to Conners when 
she was working 
in a tattoo par¬ 
lour in Niagara 


Good Friday Service, 
^(April 6th) 10 a.m: 
Easter Sunday Service 
(April 8th) 10 a.m. 


203 Highland Avenue, Fo 


Riverside 
Community 
Church 

2669 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie 


We look forward to meeting you! 

Easter:The Reality of Suffering. 
Pastor Jay Stewart ■ 9:00 am. and 10:30 a.m. 
Full kids ministry up to Grade 5 at 10:30 a.m. service. 


Sherkston BIC 

Join us on 

Sunday morning at 10:30am. 
Nursery & Toddler Care provided 


t 


PASTOR CRAIG SIDER'S MESSAGE IS: 

"THE HEART OF THE MATTER" 

5348 Sherkton Road, Sherkston 
www.sherkstonbicchurch.com 


m 




at the 

Leisureplex Banquet Hall 
I (3 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie) 

| Vou are /mated to /o/n a nt/mfter of /oca/ churches 
as fcyjjfterlojeftrt estate Jesus 
in this time of cmmiion S mrs/iip. 


Riverside Community aiundi, me Well or River Crosslins Cliureli 



jndayllamWorship 
Wednesday 7pm 

’ Welcome 

Pastor J. Eagles 
Pastor E. Herrera 
spanol - Domingos 3pm 
Nations Mission Centre 
3397 Garrison Rd, HWY3, Ridgeway 
905-871-1773 905-894-6502 


“I was not in my element 
and I certainly was not in 
my comfort zone." 

Conners says she wants 
to change way people view 
tattoo parlours and make 
people realize tattoos can 
be classy. 

The small studio, nestled 
inside a spa, is quiet and 
private which is something 
that made a big difference 
in the tattoo experience for 
Phillips. 

Instead of a busy and 
noisy tattoo parlour where 
everyone can see artists 
working on clients, Phillips 
says her experience with 
Conners was a serene one 
in an enclosed room. Before 
she knew it, Phillips says 


"I was a basket of nerves 
before I was about to be tat¬ 
tooed but it wasn’t like any¬ 
thing I had experienced 
before. If you have to sit in 
your underwear to have 
your tattoo done and every¬ 
one can see, it is embarrass¬ 
ing. As a woman, I can 
appreciate a place to go 
where I can feel safe and 

There are many reasons 
why people would want to 
have a tattoo such as self- 
expression, for motivation 
or making a tribute to some¬ 
one special. 

For Phillips, her tattoo is 
a form of self-expression 
and it’s a way for her to 
enjoy art. 

“It’s very much art. 


Whether it is on the wall or 
on your body, you appreci¬ 
ate the art the same way.” 

Conners has more than 
25 years of experience as an 
artist working with a variety 
of mediums including 
watercolour, acrylic and 
graphite. That passion and 
experience for art is what 
Conners says makes a big 
difference when she is tat¬ 
tooing. 

“Tve been doing art itself 
forever. It’s always been my 
zen and in tough times it 
has been my therapy. If 
something should happen 
with my hands, I would 
paint with my teeth.” 

The artist says she tat¬ 
toos the same way as she 
paints—with softness and a 


personal touch. 

“I always try to get to 
know my clients before I 
tattoo them because it is 
such a personal thing.” 

That personal touch is 
what Phillips says made her 
want to have her tattoo fin¬ 
ished. 

“You develop this rela¬ 
tionship with your tattoo 
artist. It’s because you're 
spending so much time 
together. It’s important to 
have a trust-based relation¬ 
ship where you feel com¬ 
fortable. There are some 
people who even go back to 
a tattoo artist more than 


Want to control your gambling? 
OLG is working with counsellors 
to provide the help you may need. 


OLG offers a voluntary Self-Exclusion program 
and works with debt and treatment counsellors 
across Ontario to ensure our players have access 
to free and confidential support services. 



For more information about OLG’s voluntary Self-Exclusi< 
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SARAH FERGUSON Fort Erie Times 

Tom Fyke, Dawn Roberts, Derene Venturini and Cassandra Harriettha have gathered items that will be raffled at the first fundraiser for Eva's Voice of Angels to benefit pediatric patients. 


New charity to support cancer patients at McMaster Children's Centre 

kk 

My entire family is 


> nva s voice oi “ l woke up one morning 
cva s voice oi and thought t needed t0 

Angels was do something to make a 

created to difference.” 

l- AH of the mone y raise <l . . . 

throngh the new charity helping me OUt. 
will provide support for r 9 

pediatric patients at My grandpa, wht 

McMaster Children’s . _ . 

Centre in Hamilton is now 78, is my 

because Eva loved children 
and she spent a lot of time 
About three months ago, volunteering with them. 

-- 1 -" ,r — ! -“ u " U " J "Grandma used to always 


Eva's Voice of 
, Angels was 
created to 
honour memo¬ 
ry of organizer's 
grandmother. 

Sarah Ferguson 
The Times 


biggest 

supporter.” 


say children are God’s little — Cassandra Harriettha 


create a namesake for her angels and that’s where 


Harriettha’s mother, 
Dawn Roberts says Eva was 
wonderful woman who 


her mark. We 


„ Harriettha says she runs 

charity born out of the love the charity with the help of 
Harriettha and her family her family and so far it has meant so much to her fam- 
has for the woman who beenagreatwaytoremem- %; 
passed away from ovarian her her grandmother, 
cancer 20 years ago. "My entire family 

The non-profit charity helping me o’" 
will hold its first fundraiser pa, who is n 
on March 31 at the Royal biggest supporter.” 

Canadian Legion 
Branch 230 in 
Ridgeway. 

Harriettha says 
she has partici¬ 
pated in various 

throughout the 
years that bene¬ 
fited cancer 
research, but she 
decided she want¬ 
ed to help other 
people with a 
personal touch. 


reminded her was that she 
had three beautiful kids 
and that was a wonderful 

Robert's says she hopes 
the charity will make Eva’s 

"She may not have done 
something special the day 
she died but her legacy has 
now allowed her to leave 
something special 
behind.” 

The fundraiser for Eva’s 
Voice of Angels is on March 
31 from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Guests will enjoy the 
classic rock sounds of local 
band Guilty Pleasures. 

There will be a cash bar, 
door prizes and on-going 
raffles during the evening. 

Raffle prizes include 

passes for Niagara 


Helicopter rides and hock- changing experience that 
ey sticks signed by a player has affected them, 
from the Toronto Maple For more information 
Leafs. contact Harriettha by 

Eva’s Voice of Angels is phone at 905-658-9902. 
also offering bur- 
saries to graduat¬ 
ing students of 
Ridgeway Crystal 
Beach High 
School who plan 
on attending post 
secondary educa- 

Interested stu¬ 
dents are asked to 
contact the 

school's guidance 
counselor for an 
application. The 
deadline to apply 
is April 15 and 
students are 

essay about a life- 


Investors 
Group ™ 


SOLUTIONS BUILT 
AROUND YOU ~ 

INVESTORS GROUP 
FINANCIAL SERVICES INC. 

> MANAGING INVESTMENTS^-CASH MANAGEMENT 

> RETIREMENT PLANNING >ESTATE PLANNING 

> TAX PLANNING >BROKERAGE SERVICES | 

> MORTGAGES > PENSION ANALYSIS 

> 


FORT ERIE • NIAG 


% 

(y Conservative 

Hon. Rob Nicholson ,M.P. 

Working for you! 

Niagara Falls 
wv 

Electoral District Association 
vw.nfconservative.ca 

105-401-4612 
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The tattoo industry is changing, becoming more acceptable for women 




Although Conners has only been tattooing for the last few years, she says there 

isn’t a difference 
between creating 
tattoos and creat¬ 
ing a painting or a 
drawing. 

"Skin really is 
just another can- 


YOU’RE INVITED TO... 

Niagara College’s 

SPRING 

SHOWCASE 

Niagara-on-the-Lake Campus 

March 31 st - April 1 st , 2012 

9am-5pm each day 

SHOWCASING... 

The 43 rd Annual Horticultural Plant Sale 
Horticultural “HowTo” Seminars 
Winery and Brewery Tours & Tastings 
Benchmark BBQ Lunch 
Vintage Hotels Culinary Competition 
Golf Swing Assessments 
Floral Arranging Competition 

PLUS! 

Children’s Discovery Zone 

Kids Cooking Classes ~ by reservation, see below 

Hair Cut-a-thon 

Spa Activities ~ free mini manicures 
College Program Games and Prizes 
Live Jazz all day Saturday 

FAMILY FUN, LIVE MUSIC, 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES, 

MAGIC, GAMES, and FOOD! 

FREE ADMISSION and PARKING 

For information, please call 

905-735-2211 ext. 7318 or visit 

NiagaraCollege.ca/SpringShowcase 


too industry. 

“The tattoo industry has 
been changing over the last 
few years. It's becoming very 
much accepted and main 
stream. It's not just for enlist¬ 
ed men, prisoners and bik¬ 
ers anymore.” 

More and more, Conners 
says women are getting tat¬ 
toos and they aren't what 
she calls "rubber stamps.” 

“What I do is body art, it’s 


not just a stamped on tat- 

Tattoos are something 
personal and behind every 
tattoo there is a story or a 
reason for it, says Conners. 

“These stories are emo¬ 
tional and personal, but they 
are the best part of the job.” 

For more information 
about A Tat of Class phone 
Jennette Conners at 905- 
341-2101. 




Artist Jennette Conners finishes client Krista Phillips 1 


Crystal Ridge Community Centre 


ALL INCLUSIVE 




*75.00 


www.crystalridge. 
905-894-7117 for 
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Fort Erie Times 

Shorts 




Defenceman getting on the score sheet in Quebec league 


Kris Dube 

Fort Erie Times 

A Fort Erie native is mak¬ 
ing a name for himself from 
the blue line. 

Alex Micaleff, who grew up 
in the local minor hockey 
system and eventually played 
for the Fort Erie Meteors. 

Now he is playing for the 
Blainville-Boisbriand 
Armada of the Quebec Major 
Junior Hockey League 
(QMJHL), formerly the 
Montreal Juniors. 

Micaleff, who turns 20- 
years-old later this year, is 
ranked in the top 20 offen¬ 
sive defencemen with 37 
points. 

He has 13 goals and 24 
assists, even with being out 
for a month with a broken 
foot. 

"It was a lot of work on and 
off the ice but it was worth it. 
Hard work always pays off. I 
was hoping to be in the top 
ten... but things happen," 
said Micaleff. 

The player was asked what 
it is about his style of play 
that has him producing for 
his team so much. 

"Things just seem to be 
going my way this year... the 
puck is going in the net," he 

The defenceman said his 
team's system focuses a lot 
on protecting their own zone, 
making it more difficult for 


the competition to get deep. 

"Our team promotes tak¬ 
ing care of our own end first. 
However, there has been an 
offensive side to my game 
this year that I found because 
of my hard work." 

Micaleff says he is forever 
appreciative of the time he 
spent with the local Jr. B team 
as a 16-year-old. 

"The Meteors gave me the 
confidence, playing at a 
young age. Not many 16- 
year-olds get the ice time that 
I did with Fort Erie." 

He says the coaches and 
management he played 
under on his hometown 
squad could not have created 
a better experience for him 
and hopes that other aspir¬ 
ing athletes will continue to 
take advantage of what can 
be learned there. 

"Fort Erie is a great place 
for young players to develop. 
I'm very thankful it is where I 
got to play," said Micaleff. 

He is past the draft age for 
the National Hockey League 
and he doesn't have high 
hopes of ever making it there, 
but his studies at Concordia 
University are his primary 

He was named scholastic 
player of the month in 
January and was nominated 
for scholastic player of the 
year by his team. 

"School has always been 
my first priority." 



Fort Erie native Alex Micaleff in action with the Blainville-Boisbriand Armada, of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League. 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Merchandise J 


Q Vacation « I d 1 
Travel E 


I Announcements 


Transportation | 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@classifiedextra.ci 



Instruments, Military, 


Indoor Garage 
& Bake Sale 

Head Injury 
Assoc. Centre 
649 Niagara Blvd., 





o smokers/pets. 905- 



looking to 
privately adopt 

child through 
an approved 
domestic adoption 
licensee. Either 

adoption. We 
are a loving, fun 
yet responsible 
couple who have 
always wanted 

nurture and watch 


CANCER HISTORY 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ca 

that readers never 
send money in 
response to Employ¬ 
ment or Job Oppor¬ 
tunity advertisements. 




General 

Employment 


s 

opportunity in financial 


rines, 905-988-0170. 


Classifieds Extra, 
NOW OFFERS 
30 second 
Video Clips 
1-866-541-6757 


SPRING 

CLEANUPS 

Yard work, dump 
runs, odd jobs. 


FOR LAWN CARE 


communities 


Description: We are looking for 

in Welland and Fort Erie. Competitive 
wages and membership privileges. These 
positions will require flexibility to work 
days, evenings and/or weekends. 
Requirements: Current NLS, YMCA 
Instructor certification, First Aid and 
CPR(C) certification, clear Criminal 
Reference Check and experience working 
with children in a recrc-‘ ! —' 

YMCA Aquafit certification 


Resources, YMCA of Niagara, 360 
"" 

Fax 905 646 42137 


DIVERSIFIED 

Transportation Ltd. 

Fort McMurray 

Diversified, “Canada’s Leading Employee 
Transportation Company,’ immediately requires 
the following skilled Professionals for its 
Fort McMurray Operations: 

■ Field Operations Managers 

■ HSE Manager 

- HSE Specialists 

■ Radio Dispatchers 

■ Bus Driver Schedulers 

To learn more about these employment opportunities 

visit dtl.ca 

Send Cover Letter & Resume to paulkfiidtl.ca 


me 

fort Erie Times 

CARRIERS WANTED 

irk - 66 papers 

Edgewood) 


. iy-41 papers 

(Ridge Rd. from Nigh to Hwy.) 

Route: 2002A - Thunder Bay - 330 papers 

(Maple Leaf, Pleasant, Grove, Burleigh) 


Haven’t Seen A Route Advertised For Your Area? 

Call & leave your name, address & telephone 
number & we will call you if one becomes available. 

If interested call Petrina at 

905-871-3100 ext. 201 


PERSONA^SUpToRT WORKER 

• Next full-time & part-time courses 
start in May. 

• Approved as a Private Career College 
since 1992 

• Flexible interest-free tuition payments 
For more information call 


or visit our web site at nshc.ca 


UllMi 

Pi* 

f 1 

Business/ S380 
Franchise Opps 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ca 
strongly urges read¬ 
ers to investigate 
potential BUSINESS 
and FRANCHISE 
Opportunities before 
sending money in 
response to any 
advertisements. 

Landscaping/ S230 
Snow Removal 

fill 

iK 

2. 

>———' 

Professional 

OBTAIN RESULTS, 

with Classified Extra 
1-866-541-6757 

Cleaning si6o 


SPRING 
CLEANING 
TIME IS HERE 
MAID TO SHINE 
ntial Home Cleaning Service 
Spend your weekends Living, not Cleaning 
Affordable rates, cleaners provided 
r Same cleaner each visit 
Experienced and Reliable 

Contact Melissa 905-382-5702 












































































Saturday, 




Coming A94o 

Events 

GROUP DOG 
OBEDIENCE 

doming A940 

Events 

CLASSES 

Starting March 18th. 
Limited enrollment. 

BOOK ^ RIOT ^ Peoples 

1 p.m. Donations ac- 

The Dog Lady 

(905)871-7419 

www.the-dog-lady.com 

dias or Readers Digest 
Call 905-894-8080. i2537i8g 

Classified Extra 

1-866-541-6757 

y^urlif^moments.ca 

Marking your milestones. 

1-866-541-6757 

milestones@yourlifemoments.ca 


lirthday greetings 




Congratulations 
Abby Bolton 

’for placing 1st overall 
at the 

Presidential Cup 
Gymnastic Tournament 
held in Disney 
(Orlando, Florida) 
February 18th 

and 1st overall 
at her 

3rd Provincial Qualifier 
held in 

St. Catharines 
March 11th 

Mom, Dad, Matthew 
and even Gizmo 
are very proud of you! 



Cremations and Burials 


Remembrance Takes Thought, 
Not Expense 

Jerome J. O'Char chin, Funeral Director 

905-894-0120 

241 Ridge Road • Ridgeway • ON • LOS 1N0 




Darren Flagg 
1105 Benner Rd„ 


(905) 871-0444 




When faced with the difficult task 
of selecting a Funeral Home, the 
level of comfort the facility provides 
is important. We are committed to 
providing you with a comfortable 
atmosphere that will allow you 
an opportunity to visit and share 
memories with your family and friends. 




Charles’ wishes, cremation has taken place. 
Arrangements entrusted to NIAGARA 
FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES, (905)894-0120 


GASPARRI, Ramo ■ At Welland County 
General Hospital, on Monday March 19, 


Gasparri beloved husband of Lil Gasparri in 
his 85th year. A Memorial Mass will be held 
at a later date. Arrangements entrusted to 

NIAGARA FUNERAL ALTERNATIVES, 

(905) 894-0120 m 
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KRIS DUBt Fort Erie Times 

Kourtney Edmunds, back left, Cassondra Langlois-Paul, John Dermott, Audrey Morrison, Madelyn Beam, Raven Weston and 
Angela Qin are some of the athletes with the Fort Erie Figure Skating Club who are getting ready for an ice show at the 
Leisureplex at 6 p.m. 


Skaters bring 
home hardware 


Ice Show 
scheduled for 
Mar 26 

A group of athletes from 
the Fort Erie Figure Skating 
Club participated in the 
Futures East Invitational 
Skating Competition in 
Simcoe in early March. 

Angela Qin placed sec¬ 
ond in the Canskate 6 and 
under category, Raven 
Weston came seventh in 
the Canskate 8 and over 
bracket and Madelyn 
Beam placed second in 
the preliminary B limited 
category. 

Kourtney Edmunds 
came third in the prelimi¬ 


nary A limited competi¬ 
tion, Cassondra Langlois- 
Paul placed third in the 
same category and Marlize 
VanSitter placed second. 

Audrey Morrison placed 
fourth in the starskate pre¬ 
liminary. 

John Dermott competed 
in a different competition 
in Kitchener, where he 
placed second in the star- 
skate competition. 

The club is also hosting 
its annual ice show on 
March 26 at the Leisureplex 
at 6 p.m. 

Every member of the 
club will be showcasing 
their skills in the gala, 
which is going with the 
theme : Fort Erie's Got 
Talent. 


Grana 0 en ; n gi 


If you need hearing aids, come to ListenUP! Canada first ! 


■/ For a limited time, choose from specially priced, brand 
name hearing aids starting as low as $495. 


■/ Hearing aids come with our exclusive Don’t Worry, Be Happy 
Guarantee™, which includes 3 years of batteries and services. 


S No matter where you bought your hearing aids, join 
our Battery Club and get 3 months of batteries for 
FREE! Ongoing, they cost just $1.99 a pack! 


■/ With over 100 locations across Ontario, doctors refer more patients 
to ListenUP! Canada than anywhere else in the province. 

See clinic for details. 


Brad is our Hearing Professional serving 
clients in Fort Erie. Call for an appointment to 
meet him and our Fort Erie staff. They can answer 
your questions and you will understand why so 
many choose ListenUP! Canada first . 

Brad Walker 

Hearing Instrument Specialist 




ListenUP! Canada - Now Open in Fort Erie 

168 Garrison Road, Suite 1 | Tel: 905-991 -0647 


Now over 100 locations across Ontario! 

Toll-free 310-2244 | www.ListenUPcanada.com 


0 ListenUP! 

Your hearing aid experts for life™ 















24 Fort Erie Times • Saturday, March 24,2012 


* / P/i/UFS 

Xf NIAGARA 

PILATES FOR FITNESS 
AND THERAPEUTIC NEEDS 

296 Ridge Road, Ridgeway 
Phone: 905-894-8444 * www.pilatesniagara.com 


GENERAL CONTRACTING 




Protect what’s important to you.^\ 




• Extended Health Coverage Accepted 

70 Jarvis Street, Fort Erie, 905-871-21 



RBC Royal Bank 


Ridgeway Branch 

385 Ridge Road, Ridgeway 
Phone: 905-894-1100 




Karen Audet 
Operations Manager 


GREATER 

FORT ERIE 
CHAMBER 

of COMMERCE 


“The Voice of Business” 

660 Garrison Rd„ Unit 1, Fort Erie • (905) 871-3803 


Chamber News 


WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS: 

. Kakes & Kandles 

• Wet Paint 

• Lakeside Books & Art 

• Pilates Niagara 

• Point Abino Station 

. DH General Contracting 

• Velvet Tomassini- Investors Group 


65th Annual General Meeting 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

The Buffalo Canoe Club, 4475 Erie Road, Ridgeway 
Cocktails at 5:30 p.m. 

A chance to socialize, promote business, enjoy dinner & entertainment 
Choice of dinner entree (Salmon, Pork Chop or Chicken) 
Reserved seating $60 + tax 
Reserve your ticket at the Chamber office 

905-871-3803 

Email info@forteriechamber.com or office@forteriechamber.com 



FORT«ERI£ 


2012 Member Dues MUST be paid by March 30 

to ensure your free business listing is included in the 
new edition of the Chamber Membership Directory. 
Call the office today for information or display ad rates! 


A school is the heart of 
the community, and Ridgeway 
is a community with Heart” 
576 Ridge Rd., Ridgeway 
905-894-3461 


BOB’S 

\EAKEHOUSE V 


Siding «64”. 


3794 Disher St., Ridgeway 


Cherry Hill Club 


905 - 894-1122 

www.cherryhillclub.ci 


John R. Girdlestone 



aero-safe 



Stop Maintaining 
Your Deck 

---- And Stai 


967 Helena Street, Fo 


www.forteriechamber.com 
660 Garrison Road • 905-871-3830 














































































